SOUTH EAST FORUM

JOINT CHALLENGES IN CONTEXT OF CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE

ENGAGING WITH PARENTS – Lorraine Sanda, National Parental Involvement Coordinator, lorraine.sanda@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Why do we need parents involved in transition?

What do you do at present to prepare parents/carers for transition to post-school?

Dads/other carers?

Share your current practice

Why do we think of parents as “hard to reach”?
Why do we think of parents as “pushy”?

If we think of them instead of just needing support and encouragement, what could this look like?

Draw up a list of 5 things that are important to parents:

· Trust in the professionals they are dealing with

· Time

· Key person to talk to

· Follow up

· One – to- one meetings

· Good written information

· Asking parents before you start what they need

· Being asked about arrangements for meetings

· Providing alternatives to meetings

· Team approach to involving parents – not just school

· Who needs to be in the team?

· How can support be followed-through?

· Draw all relevant information into one place – simplify it

What are the challenges of putting some of this in place?

Draw up a set of questions to evaluate your practice

Reviewing what you do already

· Go back 6 months later and review

· Honest self-evaluation

· What did parents think?

· Did it make a difference?

· Is our advice impartial?

· Are we giving consistent messages?

· Have we thought of all young people and their parents?
HELPFUL RESEARCH/RESOURCES/LINKS
A ladder of participation – Sherry Arnstein.  Written in 1969 but still holds true in many ways today.  Explains different types of participation – ranging from informing to partnership.  www.partnerships.org.uk/part/arn.htm
Attitudes to Vocational Learning: A literature review.  www.scotland.gov.uk/publications/2008/07/290942
Engaging parents in raising achievement – do parents know they matter? www.dcsf.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/dcsf—rwoo.pdf
Family involvement in Middle and High School Student’s Education, Family Involvement Makes a Difference, Harvard www.hfrp.org.publications-resources/publications-series/family-involvement-makes-a-difference/family-involvement-in-middle-and-high-school-students-education
Reaching out to Families – The Parent Compass - are parents views as recipients or as partners, as opponents or as problems?  www.scotland.gov.uk/publicaitons/2007/07/23154948/0
St Paul’s High School – parental partnerships, Schools of Ambition Leading Change www.scotland.gov.uk/publicaitons/2009/04/30095118/0
Running successful transition events – A change of culture at Denny High School and Working in partnership at Bannockburn High School

www.ltscotland.org.uk/parentzone/getinvolved/sharingideas
The characteristics of Successful and Failed Parnterships – www.partnership.org.uk/AZP/part.html
Virtual Work Experience – resource for secondary school pupils (and their families) at www.LTScotland.org.uk/Virtualworkexperience
Edge Campaign – section for parents to challenge their thinking on academic education

www.edge.co.uk/group/paretns-and-public
Transforming Transitions at www.equityineducation.org – free service to help plan transition for children and young people with additional support needs.  Contact Robert Weetman, at the Volunteer Resource Centre – 0131 228 5929

Enquire Guide for young people – Getting ready to leave school.  Free copies of leaflet and advice available from Enquire at www.enquire.org.uk, 0845 123 2303

Contact a family – booklet on Information for families on preparing for adult life and transition from www.cafamily.org.uk  0808 808 3555
